Connecting the forest with the sea – a timely win/win opportunity
Re. PP169/2017-1 275 Barham River Road Apollo Bay Stage #1: Proposed 180 room hotel and 82 villa development
Interconnectivity is a key measure of ecological, community and economic health. 

The scale and situation of the proposed hotel/villa development presents a unique opportunity to reconnect the forest with the sea and to provide both the tourists who use the development, the local community and the natural environment with an important connector in the form of a shared path along the healthy riparian corridor of the Barham River. 

The development and restoration of this corridor was instigated in 2009 by the Otway Barham Reference Group (OBRG) consisting of The Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN), Colac Otway Shire (COS), Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CCMA), Parks Victoria and Barwon Water. 

Unlike most of the Otway streams, the Barham River is currently a severely degraded stream that once formed an important wildlife corridor for fish, birds and other wildlife connecting the forest with the sea. 

This is a long-term project. When opportunities arise, the Southern Otway Landcare Network has been co-ordinating the restoration of the riparian health of the Barham River by fencing off and revegetating sections of the river. In 2009 Colac Otway Shire commissioned a shared path feasibility study. However, the shared path dimension stalled when a looping connection with the Marengo Flora Reserve could not be found across the Apollo Bay Airstrip and the path appeared to end at the site of the Barwon Water pump station (see attached diagram). 

The proposed hotel/villa development is adjacent to the pump station and in places only metres away from the Barham River. The south eastern corner of the property provides the missing opportunity to create an important looping connection with the Marengo Flora Reserve. 

This submission asks that any approval of the proposed hotel/villa development be subject to the funding of the development of this corridor as a walking, riding and bicycle path in order to provide better and safer access to the Barham River, more physical connectivity with the town of Apollo Bay and Marengo, and also to facilitate the river’s riparian restoration.

Specific benefits will include:

· Deeply beneficial interconnection between local community, commercial activity and the natural environment;

· Removal of at risk bicycles and pedestrians from the Barham River Road;

· Design and construction of a shared walking, riding and bicycle path to connect Apollo Bay, Pony Club (Heathfield) and Marengo with the Barham River;

· Development of Community Capacity to sustain and expand restoration through funded educational programs;

· Willow and weed eradication and on-going control (as determined by CCMA)

· Fencing the areas associated with riparian health (where necessary);

· Streamside re-vegetation with indigenous and locally sourced species with maintenance appropriate to the ecological values of the river;

· Provision for off-stream watering points for stock (where necessary);

· Continuous monitoring of river health according to the index of stream quality.

The project will be co-ordinated by SOLN acting for the Otway Barham Reference Group. SOLN’s expertise in determining what is environmentally sustainable and what will, or will not, contribute to the long-term health of the whole river system comes from the combined expertise of our partners (Colac Otway Shire, CCMA, Barwon Water) and from the considerable experience of its Co-ordinators and members.

This proposal will contribute to the health, not only of the town, but also of the natural ecologies that depend on the efficient operation of the whole river system.

The rationale and support for this submission is provided by 

•
Barham River Shared Path - Feasibility Study (Colac Otway Shire) 2010

•
The Otway Barham Catchment Management Framework 2009 

•
Barham River walking and bicycle path 2009

•
Restoration of the Barham River through the Heathfield Estate Reserve 2009

The contact person for this submission is the undersigned:

Yours Sincerely 

(could be Libby Riches?)
Simon Pockley PhD

Former Chair, Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN)

Former Chair, Otway Barham Reference Group (OBRG)

69-71 Nelson St. Apollo Bay VIC 3233

[email] simonpockley@gmail.com

[mobile] 0418 575 525 

[skype] simonpockley
Prepared by Simon Pockley PhD  11/02/2018                                            page 1 of 2

