Comparison of Harvest Road functionality with EPrints and Dspace


Purpose: 

Many people have expressed interest in this table of comparison. However, it should be regarded as a work in progress requiring user and developer editing and comment. The comparison arose from an independent study of Harvest Road’s Hive software and numerous sessions with users and developers. It is intended to provide useful information about the functionality currently available - out-of-the-box. We are expecting new releases with more (better) functionality for all repositories. Therefore this is only a snapshot in time.

Users often don’t use all functionality and are sometimes unaware of what is available and developers tend to think that everything works out-of-the-box and does not require complex configuration.

Caveats and points for discussion: 

· Functionality is not the only basis for comparison between repositories.

· Each function is broadly described and may require more detailed explanations.

· Many functions are inter-dependent and not intended to be stand-alone.

· Importance will vary according to need.

· Additional items may need to be included.

· Core functionality may be disputed.

· Some functionality is hard to pin down for comparison and may require qualification [Q=qualification]. I have removed details of these qualifications in the hope that more experienced users will provide more accurate assessments. 

	
	Short description
	Hive
	EPrint
	DSpace

	1.0
	Core functions
	
	
	

	1.1
	Browser access (common browsers supported)
	√
	√
	√

	1.2
	Easy and intuitive to use with minimal training required
	√
	√
	X

	1.3
	Platform independent (i.e. works on PC and MAC)
	√
	√
	√

	1.4
	Integrates with core systems e.g. Learning Management System
	√
	√
	√

	1.5
	Authenticate users
	√
	√
	√

	1.6
	Simple search on all repository content (including metadata)
	√
	√
	√

	1.7
	Browse on all repository content 
	√
	√
	√

	1.8
	Version control and retrieval 
	√
	X
	X

	1.9
	Easy to download/upload content: few steps with expected behaviours
	√
	√
	X

	1.10
	Enforce workflows appropriate to content
	√
	√Q
	X

	1.11
	Set and modify permissions e.g. read/write read only
	√
	√
	√

	1.12
	Add/import/delete content as batch files
	√
	√
	√

	1.13
	Stable/persistent unique identifiers (e.g. DOI, ARC)
	XQ
	√
	√

	1.14
	Lock content against overwrite
	√ 
	X
	X

	1.15
	Supports configuration of multiple metadata schema 
	√
	X
	X

	1.16
	Create, edit, display, and export metadata
	√Q
	√
	√

	1.17
	Able to set mandatory metadata elements
	√
	√
	X

	1.18
	Create and display aggregated records (collections)
	√
	√
	√

	1.19
	Supports OAI-PMH
	√
	√
	√

	2.0
	Important functions
	
	
	

	2.1
	Notify users of content changes and tasks
	√
	√
	√

	2.2
	Reporting functions
	√
	X
	√

	2.3
	Conduct complex search
	√
	√
	√

	2.4
	Refine and order search results
	XQ
	√
	XQ

	2.5
	Save and export search results
	X
	X
	X

	2.6
	Save Search criteria
	√
	X
	X

	2.7
	User status display
	√
	X
	X

	2.8
	Able to configure inline help (e.g. file naming conventions)
	√
	√
	√

	2.9
	Create metadata record without digital object
	√
	√
	X

	2.10
	Add digital object to metadata record
	√
	√
	X

	2.11
	Able to clone a metadata record
	√
	√
	X

	2.12
	Copy paste into metadata capture form
	√
	√
	√

	2.13
	Derive metadata from log-on information
	√
	√
	√

	2.14
	Export metadata as XML
	√
	√
	√

	2.15
	Automatic revision prompt after specified time
	√
	X
	X

	2.16
	Automatic publishing over specified time periods
	√
	X
	X

	2.17
	Modification and migration history display
	√Q
	X
	X

	2.18
	Automatic alert when duplicate objects are created 
	XQ
	X
	X

	2.19
	Conforms to W3C accessibility Standards
	√
	√
	√

	3.0
	Useful functions
	
	
	

	3.1
	Link to multiple manifestations of same object
	√
	√
	√

	3.2
	Conversion of digital file types to preservation formats
	X
	X
	X

	3.3
	Archive to offline storage or another system but retaining metadata
	√
	X
	X

	3.4
	Store front page notices
	√
	X
	√

	3.5
	Time based access restriction by rights status
	√
	X
	X

	3.6
	Bibliographic citation export
	√
	X
	X

	3.7
	Automatic alerts when rights expire
	√
	X
	X

	3.8
	Fee payment control
	√
	X
	X

	3.9
	Keeping of financial records for fee payments
	√
	X
	X

	3.10
	Record sales of IP rights 
	√
	X
	X

	3.11
	Custom interfaces for users
	√Q
	X
	X

	3.12
	Able to interrupt data entry and return to point of departure
	√Q
	√
	√

	3.13
	Import and matching of metadata schemes
	√
	X
	√

	3.14
	Suppression of metadata records
	√
	√
	√

	3.15
	Australian spelling and synonym matching
	√Q
	√
	X

	3.16
	Relevance ranking
	√
	X
	X

	3.17
	Truncated search terms
	√
	√
	X

	3.18
	GUI administration
	√
	√
	√

	3.19
	Virus scan
	X
	X
	X


Please send any comments or suggestions to: 

Dr Simon Pockley

Duck Digital: repository metadata and research

[email] simonpockley@gmail.com

[voice] 0418 575 525 
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