MEDIA RELEASE

Henderson puts trust in community priorities

Liberal candidate for Corangamite Sarah Henderson visited the Otways on Wednesday to get a sense of the difficulties facing the Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN). 
Sarah Henderson was accompanied by Shadow Minister for Climate Change, Environment and Water, Greg Hunt and Shadow Special Minister of State Senator Michael Ronaldson. 
The group visited river restoration sites in the Otway Barham and Wild Dog Catchments where they discussed the current funding shortfalls with Dr Simon Pockley, President of the Southern Otway Landcare Network. Pockley said, “it’s taken us a decade to build an efficient, cost-effective, delivery infrastructure to enable our Network of 4 Landcare Groups to deliver, manage and monitor projects such as restoration of river systems, pest plant and animal control, wildlife corridors as well as education programs. We employ 4 co-ordinators, run a seed bank, nursery, technical library, vehicle and a drop-in office - all of this is now at risk.”
Under the Federal Government’s new, top-down funding arrangement called ‘Caring for our Country’ Landcare Groups now have to compete for funding with Government Agencies. 
Ken Forrester from the Apollo Bay Landcare Group and Vice-President of SOLN explained importance of ensuring local provenance of plants in Landcare projects, “SOLN is also building up community capacity and expertise by providing courses such as seed collection, propagation and certification.”
 Ms Henderson said, “SOLN is obviously very effective. It’s impressive to see at first hand what community groups in the Otways can achieve. We’d like to see more trust from Canberra in the local community’s ability to identify and address local priorities of national significance.”
Contact: Simon Pockley 

Chair, Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN)
[voice]  0418 575 525 [email] simonpockley@gmail.com
Prepared by Simon Pockley 09/11/09           page 1 of 1

