MEDIA RELEASE

Clean Energy Coast Forum  

The first Clean Energy Coast Forum will be held at Anglesea Memorial Hall from 3.30pm-5.30pm on Friday 30th July. 

Representatives from local governments, businesses, community groups and environmental groups - from Queenscliff to Cape Otway - will be proposing how best to work together, to share ideas for Climate Action, and press for policy support. 

Alliances between local governments, businesses and community organisations are now playing a crucial role in creating sustainable, climate-aware communities and profitable, climate-friendly economies. These include the Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance, the Northern Alliance for Greenhouse Action and the South West Sustainability Partnership.

Some of the community groups have formed spontaneously in response to the need for action on Climate Change while others, such as Landcare, have made Climate action an important part of their agenda.

Co-Chair of Otway Ranges Climate Action (ORCA) and Chair of the Forum’s Steering Committee, Simon Pockley said, “communities have run way ahead of the politicians when it comes to Climate Change but many groups concentrate on very local issues. It is important we share ideas and explore what we might achieve together.”

Other members of the Steering Committee include, Chris Mason, Strategic Planner with St Quentin Consulting, Andrew Lucas from Eco-Living and Caroline Hawkins, from the Surf Coast Energy Group (SCEG).

While the Clean Energy Coast Forum is the initiative of Sarah Henderson, the Liberal candidate for the federal seat of Corangamite, the Steering Committee stressed that the Forum is non-political with a focus on Community action.    

“The Steering Committee is concerned that the Forum should be politically neutral and is developing a program of speakers with a diverse range of views,” said Pockley. 

Caroline Hawkins said, “The primary reason why I have agreed to participate is the need for a regional approach to renewable energy on a scale beyond the capacity of individual councils and groups.”

Sarah Henderson said: “The Steering Committee brings together a group of people with first-class credentials.  I greatly appreciate the Committee’s enthusiasm and fully endorse the politically neutral objectives of the Forum.”

A diverse range of speakers is expected. The Forum is open to anyone interested in fresh ideas and helping the region prosper.
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