MEDIA RELEASE

New Fishing Platform on the Barham River 

Anglers have been delighted to find a new fishing platform on the Barham River. 

The platform has been built on a favourite fishing spot at the bottom of Gambier Steer and the Barham River road. It was initiated by the Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN) to provide better and safer access to the river.. 

Ken Wright, a regular from Geelong arrived this morning to find the platform where has been catching brim for many years. “This is great. I got a real surprise to find this here. My mate in Apollo Bay doesn’t even know about it.”

The platform was funded by Department of Primary Industries (DPI) under their ‘Improve Angler Access’ Program. The project is part of a larger collaborative effort between Southern Otway Landcare Network, Colac Otway Shire, Corangamite CMA, Barwon Water and Parks Victoria, to improve the condition of the Lower Barham at the top of the Estuary and provide better access to the river.
SOLN Chair, Simon Pockley said, “last year, the inaugural Barham River Festival celebrated the connections between the catchment community, the town of Apollo Bay, and the source of its water supply. When Festival participants were asked to comment on their hopes for the Barham River, there was a strong call for greater access to the river and for a shared path as well as for a stronger natural linkage corridor between the forest and the estuary and backwater to enhance in-stream habitat.”

As the health of the river improves, there will be more fish. “If this is where my fishing licence money is going, I’m really happy,” said Ken. “All we need now is some rod holders.”

SOLN Chair, Simon Pockley said, “Colac Otway Shire is to be congratulated on putting aside funds for a feasibility study for the shared path. But, we really need people from the community to contact the Shire Councillors and express their support - just to make sure the project really goes ahead.” 
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Caption: Geelong Angler, Ken Wright tests the new platform

----------------------------------------------------------------

Contact: Simon Pockley

Mobile: 0418575525 

Email: simonpockley@gmail.com
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