MEDIA RELEASE

Community Leaders Imagine Otway Futures 

A group of 20 local community leaders gave up their weekend to flex their imaginations by creating a range of stories to describe the impact of Climate Change on the Otways by 2030.

Otway Ranges Climate Action (ORCA), assisted by the Global Cities Institute at RMIT University, conducted a Scenarios Mapping Workshop that focussed on the Southern Otway region’s responses to the global issueschallenge of climate change. 

RMIT facilitator, Dr Jodi-Anne Smith, who has facilitated a similar workshop with the community in the Hamilton Region of Victoria, said, ‘the aim of this workshop was to develop brief scenario stories describing possible futures that may unfold in the Southern Otway region as a result of climate change as well as other factors such as social, technological, economic, and political upheaval.’ 
‘The reason for developing these scenarios, and subsequent strategies, is to build a base for collective and unified (rather than divided) action.’ She said.

Co-Chair of ORCA, Simon Pockley said,  ‘ORCA held a Climate Action Forum in October 2008 that identified an urgent need to bring separate actions together in order for us to speak with a single voice and understand the impact of climatic change on community empowerment, energy and food security as well as the linkage between economic and environmental health.’

Dr Smith, who will be sending back a report to the group, said, ‘scenarios are just tools to order our thoughts, build common ground among differing perspectives, and think rationally about our options, so that we can better understand the driving forces of today, and develop the means to work towards preferred futures.’
The Group will reconvene on the 26th November to endorse a short briefing paper and to consider how best to develop the scenarios for wider consumption and comment.
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