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Restoration of the Barham River through the Heathfield Estate Reserve

Response to the call for submissions on behalf of Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN).  Endorsed by:

· Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN)

· Otway Barham Reference Group (OBRG)

· Otway Barham Catchment Landcare Group (OBCLG)
Background:  

Since the proposed declaration of the upper reaches Barham River as a Special Water Supply Catchment, the Otway Barham Reference Group has developed and endorsed a comprehensive strategy for improving and maintaining the whole river system. 

The Reference Group is composed of Colac Otway Shire (COS), Barwon Water, Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CCMA), Parks Victoria and representatives from the Otway Barham Catchment Landcare Group (OBCLG).

This strategy, the Otway Barham Catchment Management Framework identifies the degraded lower reaches of the Barham River and its Estuary as high priority long-term targets for improving overall health of the river. 

We are confident that both the resources and funds will be available to complete the rehabilitation of the Barham River system with, or without, the proposed Great Ocean Green development and that, in time, the entire river will be appreciated for its unique and significant ecological values. 

Submission: 

It is proposed that the Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN) develop a project plan and source funding that will result in the riparian restoration of the Barham River where it passes through the Heathfield Reserve. Specific objectives will include:

· Willow and weed removal (as determined appropriate by CCMA)

· Fencing the areas associated with riparian health (where necessary)

· Streamside re-vegetation with indigenous and locally sourced species appropriate to the ecological values of the river

· Maintenance of re-vegetated areas

· Weed eradication and on-going control

· Provision for off-stream watering points for stock (where necessary)

· Continuous monitoring of river health according to the index of stream quality

· Development of Community Capacity to sustain and expand restoration through educational programs and public access by walkway, and/or bicycle track.

SOLN’s expertise in determining what is environmentally sustainable and what will, or will not, contribute to the long-term health of the whole river system comes from the combined expertise of our partners (Colac Otway Shire, CCMA, Barwon Water) and from the considerable experience of its Co-ordinators and members.

This is not a short-term, ‘Interim Use’ project. It is a long-term project that will provide a model for the restoration for the remaining lower reaches of the Barham River. Should the Great Ocean Green proposal proceed, then, this restoration project will provide a benchmark for the required restoration of the Barham River impacted by the development.

At the recently held Barham River Festival (28th February) more than 400 attendees were asked to contribute their thoughts on the future of the river. There was a clear call from participants for restoration and weed control and for gaining public access to the river.

If successful, this submission will contribute to the health, not only of the town, but also of the natural ecologies that depend on the efficient operation of the whole river system.

The rationale and support for this submission is provided by the Otway Barham Catchment Management Framework (attached) and should be considered to be the primary reference document. 

The contact person for this submission is the undersigned:

Yours Sincerely 

Simon Pockley PhD

Chair, Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN)

Chair, Otway Barham Reference Group (OBRG)

Secretary, Otway Barham Catchment Landcare Group (OBCLG)
69-71 Nelson St. Apollo Bay VIC 3233
[email] simonpockley@gmail.com

[mobile] 0418 575 525 

[skype] simonpockley
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