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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Climate Action in the Otways

Apollo Bay, Vic, 12th August, 2008 -  School students and their parents will be showing their concern about climate change by forming a human sign at the Apollo Bay School on 20th of August. The sign will be part of a co-ordinated sequence of human signs across Victoria based on the theme of climate change. To date, we know of 14 schools from Winchelsea to Portland that are participating.  

Human signs are created when a group of people use their bodies to spell out a message that is photographed from the air. They are great fun and generate a lot of conversation about climate change. They engage the local community and most importantly stimulate action. Use of a  plane has been donated by Victor Bongiorno of Apollo Bay Aviation. However, the emissions of the plane will be off-set by tree planting.

This sign is being co-ordinated by the recently formed Otway Ranges Climate Action Group  to be known as ORCA. ORCA intends to hold a public forum on Friday evening 17th of October 2008 in order to identify practical local actions that the Otway community can take that will address the risks of damaging climate change. Professor John Sherwood of Deakin University will speak on the impact of climate change on the Otways. 

According to the Garnaut Climate Change Review’s Draft Report, unless we engage in strong and early actions, we are very likely to face severe and costly impacts on our prosperity and enjoyment of life. The sign will the first of many positive actions to be co-ordinarted by ORCA. 
ORCA is Co-Chaired by Matt Armstrong, who has studied with Al Gore and is involved with the Otway Agro-forestry network, and Simon Pockley, a renewable energy student, and Chair of the Southern Otway Landcare Network.

For further information:

Website: http://orcaction.org  

Email: simonpockley@gmail.com
Voice: 0418575525

